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Waconia Public Schools
2025 Operating Levy

Why is ISD 110 Projecting
Future Budget Challenges?

The short answer is that in the coming years we
project significant cost increases and relatively

flat revenue. The District will face higher expenses
from salaries and benefits, purchased services such
as transportation, a state-mandated increase in
teacher retirement contributions, a new employer
payroll tax to fund the Earned Sick and Safe Time
(ESST) program, and general inflation impacting
everything from supplies to utilities.

When it comes to revenue, Waconia Public Schools
ranks in the bottom 2% of Minnesota school
districts for per pupil state aid and remains in

the bottom 25% for per pupil revenue when local
voter-approved funding is included.

Voters might ask, didn’t the State of Minnesota
invest heavily in public schools in 2023? It’s true
the Legislature invested more, but it’'s important
to understand how that money is allocated. Most
new funding has been tied to mandated programs
rather than flexible dollars the district can use for
rising costs.

For example, over four years the State will invest
more than $1 billion to provide free student meals
and cover summer unemployment insurance for
unlicensed, 9-month employees. While some

may see these programs as providing important
benefits, the funding does not come to District 110
as discretionary dollars for other needs, such as
covering higher salaries and benefits, supporting
academic and co-curricular programs, or keeping
class sizes down.

Learn more at www.isd110referendum.org.

Early In-Person Voting Now Open at the District Office!
Election Day is November 4!

What is the ask?

The question in front of voters involves
an Operating Levy that would provide an
increase in funding of $731 per pupil, or
approximately $3 million per year for

10 years.

What is the cost?

A detailed breakdown of the cost
depending on your property value is on
the back side of this mailer. The average
increase in property taxes for a house
valued at $450,000 is approximately
$27 per month.

How will the money be spent?

This Operating Levy request is an attempt
by the school district to avoid future
budget reductions and maintain what
district residents say they value most
about Waconia Public Schools: high quality
and experienced teachers and staff, a
broad range of academic and co-curricular
programs, and class sizes that foster the
best environment for student achievement.

How does ISD 110 compare to
other districts in voter-approved
funding per pupil?
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These amounts include voter-approved operating
levies and capital project levies.

Where can | get
more information?

Referendum Website:
www.isd110referendum.org

Email Questions:

/8555 NI “eIUOBM isd110vote@isd110.org
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Notice of Special Election

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 110 | (WACONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS), MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special election has been called
and will be held in and for Independent School District No. 110
(Waconia Public Schools), Minnesota, on November 4, 2025,
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to vote on the
following question:

School District Question
Approval of New School District Referendum
Revenue Authorization

The board of Independent School District No. 110 (Waconia Public
Schools), Minnesota has proposed to increase the School District’s
general education revenue by $731 per pupil, subject to an annual
increase at the rate of inflation. The proposed new referendum
revenue authorization would be first levied in 2025 for taxes payable
in 2026 and applicable for ten (10) years unless otherwise revoked
or reduced as provided by law.

Shall the new referendum revenue authorization
proposed by the board of Independent School
District No. 110 (Waconia Public Schools),
Minnesota be approved?

O YES
O NOo

BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION,
YOU ARE VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

PASSAGE OF THIS REFERENDUM WILL RESULT IN AN
INCREASE IN YOUR PROPERTY TAXES

The figures in the following table are based on School District taxes for the new referendum
revenue authorization only and do not include tax levies for other purposes:

Property Type

Residential
Homesteads,
Apartments, and

Commercial-Industr

Estimated Taxes for Proposed Referendum

Estimated
Market Value

Annual Monthly

$100,000

$200,000 $142 $12
$300,000 $213 $18
$400,000 $283 $24
$500,000 $354 $30
$600,000 $425 $35
$700,000 $496 $41
$800,000 $567 $47
$900,000 $638 $53
$1,000,000 $709 $59
$1,250,000 $886 $74
$1,500,000 $1,063 $89

The polling places and precincts served by the polling places for the special election will be as follows:

Combined Polling Place:

New Germany City Hall
New Germany,
Minnesota

Precincts Served:

This combined polling place serves all territory in Independent School
District No. 110 located in the City of New Germany; Hollywood
Township and Camden Township; Carver County, Minnesota.

For the ballot question, the property tax portion of the revenue
authorized will require an estimated referendum tax rate of
0.070875% for taxes payable in 2026 of the referendum market value
of all classes of taxable property in the School District, as defined by
Minnesota Statutes, Section 126C.01, Subdivision 3, which excludes
certain agricultural property, season property and post-secondary
student housing.

The projected annual dollar increases for typical residential
homesteads, apartments, commercial-industrial properties, and most
other classes of property within the School District are as shown in
the table below, subject to an annual increase at the rate of inflation.

Agricultural property will pay taxes for the proposed referendum
based only on the value of the house, garage and one acre of land.
Seasonal recreational residential property (i.e, cabins) will pay no
taxes for the proposed referendum.

Waconia Ice Arena
Waconia, Minnesota

This combined polling place serves all territory in Independent
School District No. 110 located in the City of Waconia; City of Victoria;
Hancock, Benton, Dahlgren, Waconia, Laketown, Watertown, and

San Franscisco Townships; Carver County, Minnesota.

St. Bonifacius City Hall
St. Bonifacius, Minnesota

This combined polling place serves all territory in Independent School
District No. 110 located in the City of St. Bonifacius; Carver County,
and the City of Minnestrista, Hennepin County, Minnesota.

All qualified electors residing in the School District
may cast their ballots at the polling places listed
above during the polling hours specified above.

Dated: July 28, 2025

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD

A voter must be registered to vote to be eligible to \\Q

vote in the special election. Unregistered individuals /s/ 2V W“l\!l , Clerk
may register to vote at the polling places on m

Election Day.



